
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    Declaring and Demonstrating the Promises of Christ 

 
Dear Members and other Friends, 

 

For one reason or the other I seem to have been exposed to a great number of mirrors recently. 

There are numerous mirrors in the physical therapy space I have been attending. There are of 

course a number of mirrors at the gym as well. My most recent confrontation with a mirror was 

in the dermatology office where I had to remove my shirt for the removal of some precancerous 

abnormalities on my skin. This was probably the worst encounter because I could not move 

away from the ugliness I saw. The ugliness was not necessarily the skin blemishes, but the 

reflection of my entire upper body that has suffered the ravages of being overweight, getting 

older and having less muscle tone than it once had. Perhaps the worst part of the experience, 

was that I could not move away from that which I saw nor divert my eyes because I was being 

forced to sit in a certain position on the examination table, right in front of the mirror and had 

been instructed to not move or they might make a mistake in the procedure.  

 

At the physical therapist’s office and at the gym I can move away from the mirror, but there in 

the dermatologist’s office, I could not. I could not run from the ugliness or ignore a true 

reflection of myself. The pain of self-examination was far greater than any pain experienced 

while blemishes were being chemically burned from my body. I really wouldn’t know how to 

respond to someone who asked me if the procedure was physically painful, but I can tell you, 

looking in the mirror was emotionally painful. It was emotionally painful on a couple of levels. 

Any self-deception I was practicing that 40 years of life not being at peak fitness had not 

radically changed my body went away. The rolls of excess skin and fat were evidence of a lack 

of self-care and a hefty portion of sinful selfishness. The procedure seemed to take hours, and at 

the end I swore off mirrors entirely. 

 

The same day I saw a meme on the internet that showed a picture of a stretch of the “border 

wall” under construction with the headline, “Instead of Building A Wall Along Our Southern 

Border, Perhaps We Should Build A Giant Mirror So We Can See Who We Have Become As A 

Nation.” While the statement certainly has its political component, and that this is not the place 

for that conversation, it did start me thinking. The challenges of our southern border are real, 

but one thing I think most people can agree upon is that the human element, the fact that 

humans, flesh and bone are involved at the very center of the controversy that challenges us so 

deeply.  How do we treat those who are created in the image of God, the very same God in 

whose image we are made? That is where the mirror comes in. Are we treating those at our 

border in the same manner in which we would expect to be treated? Said in another way, “Are 

we loving our neighbor?” as Jesus clearly commands. 
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When some of us look in the mirror, we will reflect upon how our own forebears came to the 

U.S. I come from a line that involves one clearly “illegal immigrant,” a Hessian mercenary who 

just stayed in the United States after fighting for the British in the Revolutionary War. No 

passport or visa, no papers. He just stayed. The other side of my family came to the US seeking 

to escape poverty and famine in the British Isles.  They were economic refugees. When we look 

in the mirror, we are compelled to be honest about our view of “the law,” both in the civil sense, 

and Kingdom Law guided by the teachings and acts of Jesus who is the fulfillment of the law. 

When challenged by a Scribe (a Pharisee) Jesus summarizes the law with two commands, “And 

you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these." (Mark 

12:30-31) Finally, when we look in the mirror about the border or any other ethical challenge, 

we ask ourselves, how are actions I/we support loving of God, neighbor and self?  Finally, 

when we look in the mirror, we have to ask the related question, are our thoughts God-centered 

or entirely self-centered. Our gazing may lead to differing conclusions, but if the gazing is 

honest, it will lead us toward our humanity. 

 

When we look in the mirror of our faith lives, we don’t always like what we see. But looking is 

necessary, albeit difficult and sometime painful.  There are good reasons to not like looking in 

the mirror, and many of them explain why we don’t confront the images we see. But by grace, 

God enables us to look in the mirror and get an honest evaluation of ourselves, remembering 

that the images we see are not the image that God sees. God sees us as broken persons who 

make questionable ethical decisions, who find it just too challenging to follow the Way 

perfectly, but also sees us as those who are being perfected by God’s grace and forgiveness. It is 

in this grace that we can stand to look in the mirror honestly and confess, repent, turn around 

and live into each day. 

 

The season of Lent that begins March 6th, is a time when we intentionally look in the mirror, 

and reflect upon our lives. Its purpose is not to lead to covering ourselves with sackcloth and 

ashes, its purpose is not self-flagellation. Instead the purpose of Lent is to give us a chance to 

see ourselves as God sees us, as broken (but who are in the process of being repaired), perfected 

in, and through the grace of Christ. Looking into the mirror, is necessary, but it is life giving, 

not life robbing. We needn’t fear looking in the mirror, but should welcome it as a necessary 

part of our faith journey. May God be with us as we look in the mirror each day, and see the one 

Christ sees that we can become. 

 

Alongside you along the Way, 

      Pastor Jeff 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
 
Results for DECEMBER: 
 

2018 2017 Change

Month
Revenues 31,308 23,450 7,857

Expenses 16,920 19,316 2,396

Net Operating 14,388 4,134 10,253

Full Year
Revenues 220,451 218,843 1,608

Expenses 213,992 215,220 1,227

Net Operating 6,459 3,624 2,835

 
Great News:  We finished 2018 in the Black, for the 

2nd year in a row and only the second time in over a 

decade.  Membership increased in 2018, also 

reversing a long-time trend.  Congratulations and 

Thank You for making these 2 accomplishments 

possible. 

 

Loan Update:  As of the end of 2018, our loan 

balance including the reserve (created just in case 

giving slowed) is approximately $60,400.  We 

should be able to retire this debt in about 2 years. 

 

“Change For Change” change:  Beginning in 2019, 

our monthly contribution to Change For Change will 

go to support The Path.  The Session voted to cease 

funding Food-4-Kids because we were no longer 

receiving any accounting for the use of our funds nor 

were we even receiving an acknowledgement of our 

gifts.  The other reason for making this change is that 

The Path (along with Romeo Elementary School) are 

the 2 local missions your Session has chosen to 

support.  Our desire is to have a meaningful impact 

on a few organizations rather than having a minimum 

impact on a lot of organizations. 

 

From Footprints In The Sand (authorship disputed): 

“…when you saw only one set of footprints, it was 

then that I carried you…”  

Feeling alone or abandoned, 

He has never been closer to you. 

Lean on Him. 
 

 

Until He Returns or Calls Us Home, 

Craig Henry 
 

 

 

Church Contact Information 
Church Office Phone: 352.489.2682 

Office Hours: 9:00 am -1:00 pm, Mon - Fri 
Email: dunnpreschurch@bellsouth.net 

Website: www.dunnellonpcusa.org 

www.facebook.com/DunnellonPresbyterian 
 

If you have any changes to your address, phone, or 

email, please call the office or email your changes. 

Thank you for keeping us updated! 

 

 

Deacons 
The deacons are making plans for our 

Celebration of Long Life, 

on Sunday, March 24th. 

Save the Date to attend! 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree Thank You Note 
 

Thank you so much! I heard over and over, “this 

was the best Christmas Ever!”. Thank you for 

helping such a large family. God Bless you ALL!! 

The Lord bless you and keep you… and be gracious 

to you.  Numbers 6:24, 25 NIV 

     James and Beth 

(and our 7 grandchildren) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Online giving  

is now available at: 

www.dunnellonpcusa.org



Presbyterian Men 
  

February Men’s Breakfast 
 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 8:00 am  
 

The Men's Club will meet February 21st at 8:00 am 

at Purple Sage Café on E. Pennsylvania Ave, in 

Dunnellon.  We are inviting our female friends to a 

Valentine’s Day (late) Breakfast.  

Please notify Don K. 352-489-2682 by  

Monday, February 18th, to make your reservation. 

 

MEN’S CLUB – MORE NEWS 
 

Monday, Feb 4th at 9:00 am: The men will 

meet to set up tables in the Fellowship Hall for 

the Flea Market hosted by the Presbyterian Women. 
 

Looking ahead: Wednesday, March 13th 

Family Night Dinner will be hosted by the 

Men’s Club. It will be a Fundraiser for the Youth 

Summer Camp Scholarships - “Camperships”. The 

meal will be provided for $8.00 per plate. All 

profits with go to “Camperships”. 

 
 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

PW Circles 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

1:00 pm Pat McDowell Circle 

7:00 pm Lydia Circle 

 

PW Coordinating Team 
will meet on  

Wednesday, February 20th at 10:00 am 

 

PW Quilt Circle 
Tuesdays, February 12th and 26th   

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

February 12th and 26th are the days we will meet this 

month. We sew from 10 til 3 with a lunch break. 

It’s a good time with food and fellowship! 
Any questions, call Jean K. at 489-2682. 

 

A Note from the PW Moderator 
 

We are only a month into 2019 yet the Presbyterian 

Women are busy with their next big project –  
 

THE FLEA MARKET! 
 

This is our big fundraiser for the year where the 

monies raised are used for local missions. By your 

participation, you too are reaching out to help you 

neighbor. We appreciate your donations (both items 

and cash) but remember that we can’t accept 

clothing, electronics or heavy exercise equipment. 

We hope you will join us the week of Feb. 4th  as 

we set-up and sort for the big sale. Don’t forget the 

always popular Bake Sale. Surprise your Valentine 

with an early sweet treat! 

 

The Circles will meet as usual on Wednesday, Feb. 

6th. Feel free to come early or stay late to help sort!  

 

Come join the fun! 

Joh L. 

 

 

 

 

FLEA MARKET  
 

SET UP 

& 
 

DONATIONS RECEIVED 

Monday, Feb 4th -  Friday, Feb 8th 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

 

FLEA MARKET SALE DAY 

Saturday, Feb 9th  

8:00 am – 12:00 noon 
 

Thank you in advance for your  

generous donations! 

 

 



Music and Community Activities

MOVIES WITH MEANING 
 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 1:00 pm 
 

Loving is the name of our February 2nd Movie With 

Meaning.  This 2016 film is rated PG-13 and is based 

on a true story. 

 

Recounting a landmark chapter in the struggle for 

civil rights, this absorbing drama depicts the 1958 

arrest and imprisonment of Richard and Mildred 

Loving for violating Virginia's law against interracial 

marriage. 

 

Some Netflix comments:   

 A beautiful, quiet film about love and the lengths 

some have to go to fight for it. Excellent 

performances by the entire cast!.... This is an 

excellent movie, neither overdramatizing the 

situation nor underplaying it; rather, it tells a 

moving story with compassion and clarity.... Don't 

go into the theatre looking for melodrama, with a 

bunch of dramatic scenes. "Loving" moves at a 

steady, deliberate pace, with fluctuating decibel 

levels...just like we do in real life. 

 

Join us at 1p.m. in the fellowship hall for snacks, 

drinks, movie, and discussion. 

Terry Blaes 
 
 

Concert Series 
 

Sunday, February 17th at 3:00 pm 
 

 

The Dunnellon Concert Singers 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 17th at 

3:00 p.m. when The Dunnellon Concert Singers will 

present a program of "Songs from the Big Band 

Era".  Mary Mahoney, MaryEllen Craver, Bill 

Thomas, accompanied by Bob Cubbage are looking 

forward to performing these beautiful songs for a 

nostalgic remembrance of the great American 

songbook. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY FAMILY NIGHT DINNER 
 

Wednesday, February 13th 

at 6:30 pm 

the day before Valentine's Day. 
 

The evening will be hosted by the 

Choir Members who have asked 

everyone to bring their  

favorite dish to share …  

main courses, salads or desserts … 

 to express our “love” for food.   
 

The choir members will entertain us  

with songs about  

Love ! 
 

 

 

 

Dunnellon Community Chorale 
 

Rehearsals for the final concert of the season are 

scheduled to begin on February 25th, at 2:30 pm at 

the Dunnellon Presbyterian Church on Chestnut 

Street. 
 

The group is extending an invitation to all singers in 

the area to join us this ecumenical endeavor. There 

is no cost to join, and music is available, also 

without cost. 
 

We will present Théodore Dubois’ 

The Seven Last Words of Christ 

at 11:00 a.m. on Good Friday, April 19, 2019. 
 

For further information, you may contact Jeanne W. 

352-322-0421 or the Presbyterian Church office at 

352-489-2682. 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Garden 
The winter weather has given us a break from some of the work that it takes to maintain the garden, although 

there is no end to it.  There is always something that needs to be done. If you would like to help, contact Jean 

K.at 352-489-2682. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUNNELLON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH       STAMP 

PO DRAWER 1069         

DUNNELLON FL 34430-1069       

(352) 489-2682        

           

REV. JEFFREY W. WELCH, PASTOR 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

FEBRUARY 9th  
8 am – 12 noon 

 

Donations will be received  
Monday, Feb. 4th – Friday, Feb. 8th  

at 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Dunnellon Presbyterian Church ~ 20641 Chestnut Street, Dunnellon, FL 34431 


