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Dear Members and Other Friends: 

One of the great joys of being the parent of a teenage kid who loves to read is that from time to time I 

get to share in his world of literature. Whether it was the Percy Jackson series of books that heavily 

involved the use of mythology, or books by the same author Rick Reardon that used the under-

workings of the Magic Kingdom as its settings, I got a glimpse into learning about people places and 

story lines never before encountered. His reading has also taken Debbie and I through the Hunger 

Games trilogy and most recently, the Divergent series.  

Lately William has been reading books by John Green whose work The Fault In Our Stars was 

recently produced into a major motion picture. It not only received critical acclaim, but also got a 

surprising boost in viewership and popularity from “the older crowd.” William gets “lost” in Green’s 

books.  He will disappear for hours to a quiet place to read or just “zone out” while in the same room. 

He first read Green’s Looking for Alaska before turning to the very popular The Fault In Our Stars.  I

got a jump on him, having skimmed through another Green’s books, An Abundance of Katherines.

The story is about Colin Singleton and his best friend Hassan Harbish who take a post high school 

graduation  “road trip” together. Colin is a child prodigy who was reading at 24 months and was by 

all measurable accounts a genius. His giftedness does not extend to relationships with others, 

especially the female gender. He has dated and been dumped by nineteen girlfriends, each of whom 

have been name Katherine with a “K.” Skilled at creating anagrams he turns from his primary 

interest, and seeks to create “The Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability.” Using his 

experience with the nineteen Katherines, he attempts to create a mathematical model to predict how 

long relationships will last, and even who is going to be the “dumper” and the “dumpee.” Their road 

trip produces far more than anagrams and theorems, it results in both young men learning a great deal 

about themselves and about the world into which they are moving as young adults. 

I was struck by some of the lines spoken by the character Colin. He had loved and lost with nineteen 

Katherines. Now how serious were these relationships? One review of the book begins, �Katherine V 

thought boys were gross; Katherine X just wanted to be friends; Katherine XVIII dumped him in an e-

mail; K-19 broke his heart.” Not all of these “relationships” were in an “adult analysis” even 

relationships, must less serious relationships. But to Colin they were, and for Colin they were a source 

of pain and angst. Green puts some wonderful reflective thoughts in his character Colin. Two of the 

more profound and provocative quotes follow:



“You can love someone so much, he thought. But you can never love people as 

much as you can miss them.” 

“I don’t think you can ever fill the empty space with the thing you lost...I don't 

think your missing pieces ever fit inside you again once they go missing. Like 

Katherine. That's what I realized: if I did get her back somehow, she wouldn't 

fill the hole that losing her created.” 

Over these 16 plus years as your pastor, I have noticed one of the things that members of this 

congregation have to learn to do is to say “goodbye.” Goodbyes come in many forms and are 

precipitated for many reasons. We say “goodbye” to people who move to be closer to relatives or 

places that give them greater physical security. We say “goodbye” to folks who get angry or feel hurt 

and leave. We say “goodbye” to folks who get jobs in other regions of the country. We say “goodbye” 

to people who have died-some after lingering illnesses and others in a blink of an eye. Whether or not 

the person’s parting was for sad or happy reasons, if we have loved them as brothers and sisters bound 

in Christ, “a hole” is left. Green through his character Colin Singleton may be right-each of the 

Katherines left a void, a missing space and even if for some reason those missing pieces might return, 

they can never quite fit inside you in the same way.  

Perhaps Green’s character Colin can teach us something if we heed his words, “You can never love 

people as much as you miss them.” He teaches us grief and loss are very real and just as each 

Katherine had her particular reason for “dumping” him, the reasons aren’t what really matters, it’s the 

reality of loss. Loss is real whether it is a longtime friend who moves away or the death of a spouse, a 

parent, a brother, a sister or a friend. Recognizing how real and how profound our losses are might 

just lead us to love more completely while we may, so that when the inevitable time comes for loss, 

we will know that the gap between our love and our missing may not be cavernous, but more like a 

barely visible crack in the window through which you look at life. 

Jesus promised, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” Jesus fills the gaps, the holes left inside us 

by life that sometimes is so wracked by longing and losing that it doesn’t seem worth living. Jesus 

brings us through the darkest of our nights through his loving presence even the loneliest times of our 

existence. Jesus doesn’t expect us not to miss-he enables us to miss those who no longer share our 

days with us in a way that honors memory while enabling us to create even more memories with those 

who come together in his name. Jesus enables us to miss those who are no longer with us, while 

affirming the love that we have shared. 

I could name names of those I was thinking about particularly as I write. You probably have names 

running through your head as you read. Let us honor them by letting Jesus fill the holes that can’t ever 

be filled as they were before our friends left. Let each of us be filled by love appreciating the grace we 

receive each day that enables us to love and to lose and gives our lives meaning. 

Yours in Christ’s love, 

Jeff     



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Just a reminder  our Circles resume on Wednesday, 

September 3, 2014.  Our Bible study for 2014-2015 

is “Reconciling Paul” from 2 Corinthians.   Please 

join us for what promises to be an interesting look 

at the letters of Paul.  

In October, the Presbyterian Women will sponsor 

two events of note.  The first of these in the Family 

Night Dinner on Wednesday, October 8 at 5:30 p.m.  

We are featuring a Tasting of the recipes from our 

new cookbook. We will be asking a variety of 

contributors to prepare one of their dishes included 

in our book for the enjoyment of the group.  If you 

contributed a recipe, look forward to a call about the 

dinner.   Cookbooks will also be available for sale 

to help you get an early start on your Christmas list.  

After the delicious feast, we will be entertained by 

The Golden Troupers, a group of performers who 

serve as community ambassadors for the Ocala 

Civic Theatre.  They will be providing a program of 

comedy skits and songs.  This promises to be an 

interesting and enjoyable evening, so please mark 

October 8 on your calendar. 

The second event in October is the Fall Gathering, 

also known as the Silver Tea.  Plans for this 

luncheon event on October 21, 2014, at noon, are in 

process. Watch for more details in the bulletin.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLES 
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 3 

  10:00 a.m.   Mary Martha #1 
   1:00 p.m.   Helen Sheret #5 

                7:00 p.m.    Lydia #3 

DUNNELLON COMMUNITY CHORALE 

The Dunnellon Community Chorale is up 
and running for a new season and we are 
looking for anyone who likes to sing to join 
us. Our rehearsals begin September 8th 
from 2:30 � 4:00 p.m. Our second annual 
tribute to all Veterans will be Sunday, 
November 9th in the DPC sanctuary at 3:00 
p.m. This will be part of our church�s 
concert series. The music to be sung is well 
known patriotic music and we encourage 
anyone to take part in the joy that singing 
can bring.  

Grace Handbells will not meet in 
September; however practice will begin in 
October. There will be more information 
in the bulletin as to dates and time for 
rehearsal.  We are in need of ringers.  If 
you would like to be part of the 
Handbells, contact Jeanne Wolfanger, 
465-0656. 

Men�s Breakfast 
September 18th

8:00 a.m. 

We meet at the Purple Sage Cafe for 
fellowship and breakfast.  First time 
guests are free!.  If you are planning on 
attending, call Don Koppler, 566-6168 by 
September 16th, but reservations are not 
required. 



??BRIDGE ANYONE?? 

Mark your calendar for Friday October 3rd and 
October 17th, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall as we 
star another season of bridge. Once again we 
will be supporting our Food Pantry or 
Food4Kids projects with your donations of 
canned goods of $$. We always welcome new 
players from our church and the community so 
we hope you’ll join us for an afternoon of 
fellowship and fun. 

For reservations/cancellations prior to the 
Wednesday of play day please call: 

 Helen Grout  465-5272 
 Dot Kinnebrew 465-5681 
 Church Office 489-2682 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
School supplies for Romeo Elementary will be 
collected in the Narthex or Church Office up 
through Wednesday September 10th, at the 
September Fellowship dinner. Monetary 
donations marked for local missions will be 
used to purchase gift cards for the guidance 
department at Romeo. This helps the guidance 
counselors to buy clothing and other items for 
needy students.  

EXERCISE CLASS  
Monday and Thursday 

9:15 a.m. 
Open to all ladies! 
Questions contact, 

               Joan Cothern      465-0782 
              Arlene Heaton     489-1115 

CHURCH FAMILY DINNER 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 10th 

The choir will be hosting the September 10th 
Fellowship Dinner.  Please bring a dish to 
share that goes with baked chicken, which the 
choir members will prepare.   

We ask that anyone who has not already 
brought in school supplies for the annual 

supply drive for Romeo 
Elementary, to do so that 
evening.  A collection box 
will be at the dinner. The 
theme for the evening will 
be �School days, School 

days� with fun school-themed entertainment 
planned. 

QUILT CIRCLE 

Do you enjoy quilting or have wanted to 
learn? Come join us on  
September 2nd @ 6:30 p.m. 
as we resume our classes.  If 
you have a friend who 
would like to quilt, bring  
with you. We learn by 

making lap quilts which are given to 
members of our congregation. 

We meet in the Fellowship Hall the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month  at 6:30 
p.m. If you would like additional 
information, please contact Jean Kennedy, 
489-4757. 

�If you look at the world, you�ll be 
distressed. If you look within, you�ll be 
depressed. But if you look at Christ, 
you�ll be at rest.� 
                                            Corrie ten Boom 



Christian Education Week and 

Sunday School 

In honor of Christian Education Week, dedication 

of teachers and students will take place on Sunday, 

September 7th.  Teachers for all levels will be 

dedicated at both services and new classes will meet 

at 9:45 am.  We have classes for all ages and 

interests. 

The adult classes meet in their assigned rooms in 

the fellowship hall.  Perry Bible Study maintains a 

more traditional format of teacher led lessons, while 

the Faith in Life class likes to confront modern 

issues with a facilitator and discussion format.  

Adult classes try to start their studies as soon as the 

early worship service lets out to allow choir and bell 

choir members to get to practice before the 11am 

service. 

Children may be dropped off in the main office area 

at 9:30am, with classes officially starting at 9:45am.  

The preschool class and elementary age members 

will use a new series called Whirl by Augsburg 

Press, which includes lively animated videos and 

printed materials.  The older youth will be studying 

the books of the Bible with a new program called 

Echo.   

Please JOIN US!  See Bette Nagele for any 

questions or suggestions on educational activities at 

DPC. 

Operation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas Child 
Please don�t forgePlease don�t forgePlease don�t forgePlease don�t forget Operation Christmas t Operation Christmas t Operation Christmas t Operation Christmas 
Child. Information on filling boxes is Child. Information on filling boxes is Child. Information on filling boxes is Child. Information on filling boxes is 
available in the Narthex and donations of available in the Narthex and donations of available in the Narthex and donations of available in the Narthex and donations of 
items or money for postage will be items or money for postage will be items or money for postage will be items or money for postage will be 
accepted until October. accepted until October. accepted until October. accepted until October.  

Christian Education Opportunities  

at DPC 

9:45 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday school classes for all ages 

TBA Sunday 

Youth Activities (Grades 6-12) 

6:30 p.m. Monday 

Dialogue and Dessert  

11:00 a.m. Thursday 

Parsing with the Pastor 

MOVIES WITH MEANING 

The Movies with Meaning series is a project of 

the Faith in Life adult Sunday school class.  In 

honor of the late Robin Williams and in 

celebration of a new school year, we will 

present the 1989, PG-rated "Dead Poets' 

Society," as our September movie.  If you 

remember the story, a very unconventional 

teacher inspires his 1950s-era boys-prep-school 

students but falls afoul of the school 

administration. 

Even if you saw it 25 years ago, you can still 

"seize the day" by joining us on Saturday 

September 6th, at 3 p.m.  Bring a friend, if you 

wish, to enjoy the work of this great actor and 

comedian, who recently lost his long, private 

struggle with depression. 

Popcorn and soft drinks are free; although we 

accept donations to help pay our annual film 

licensing fee as well as build up a fund for 

projector bulb replacement.  If you wish to join 

a discussion of the film, you are welcome to 

visit the Faith in Life class the next morning at 

9:30. 



Dear Congregation, 
I want to personally thank you for paying my tuition 
for me to be able to go to church summer camp. I had 
a great time this year and for me it is sad to say it is 
over. I hope I can experience camp again next year. 
This is a wonderful program to learn more about 
God. Thank you, for letting me have the opportunity 
to make new friends and just get into nature. Thank 
you again,                                        Hunter Crowder 

Dear DPC Family, 
Thank you for allowing me to have another 
wonderful experience at Camp Montgomery. I have 
greatly appreciated you giving me a different way to 
connect with God. At camp I always have so much 
fun and this year was even better because of the LIT�s 
(Leaders in Training) that I have made lasting 
friendships with. I am so thankful for everything you 
do for me and all of the youth at DPC. The church has 
had a big impact on my life, which I will carry with 
me always. Love, Sydney Hanchar 

I can�t begin to tell everyone how grateful I am that I 
was able to go to camp this year. Thank you to the 
fellowship who allowed me to go and get an Amazing 
experience. When I first got to camp I was nervous 
and scared, especially after my mom left. The first 2 
days was absolutely terrible. But thankfully the other 
campers encouraged me to come and join in the fun. 
When I finally did I had a great time. I met some 
many Amazing people and friends who truly made 
me feel at ease. I am so grateful I was given this 
experience. I can�t wait to go again next year, and 
maybe even thinking about becoming a counselor. 
Thank you so much for those of you, who made my 
first time experience with camp a memorable one. 
Thank you, Kayla Martinez 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to go to 
summer camp. I had a great time. I loved doing 
things I never did before and meeting new friends. 
Thank you again for sending me to camp.   
Love,  Jasmine McNicholas 

Dear Church Family,  
I just want to start by saying thank you for sending 
me, my brother and sister to camp. For adding new 
memories to the story of our lives, some of those 
memories included making new friends and seeing 
old friends and coming together as a team to 
overcome obstacles. I had a lot of fun learning about 
God and coming closer to him through camp. Also, I 
had a lot of fund at BTB (behind the boat), playing 
ultimate Frisbee, LIT�s always there to make me laugh 
every step of the way. I had  lots of fun at the 
challenge courses because they were challenging and 
took a lot of teamwork to accomplish and of course I 
had fun doing energizers, except in the morning, plus 
I loved the vespers, which by the way were very wet 
(emotional). My brother, sister and I can�t wait to go 
again. Once again thank you so much for letting us 
have the experience of going to camp.                      
            Josh McNicholas 

Dear Church Family, 
We are filled with gratitude for the opportunity you 
gave to Kryztov, Lydia, Norman and Janie Tank to 
attend the family camp at Camp Montgomery over 
the July 4th weekend.  Kryztov and Lydia did things 
they had never done before like riding a raft being 
pulled by a speed boat---did they ever love that!  
They even participated in the obstacle course at the 
July 4th carnival which for kids who are not so 
�daring� was quite an event!  We all loved the 
fellowship, the facilities, and the families that 
attended.  Kryztov and Lydia were busy from sun up 
to sun down, participating in every activity they 
could squeeze into a day.  What a blessing for 
Norman and I as grandparents to be the ones to 
attend the camp and watch those little ones grow in 
their love of our wonderful God.  You all are so 
generous and loving to our family and we cannot 
thank you enough for this extra special blessing.   
                         Janie Tank on behalf of all the Tanks  

Thank you for sending me to camp. I met a lot of new 
friends and had a great time. I learned a lot about 
Jesus. Thank you, Joseph McNicholas 



Dear Church Family: 

I am very thankful for the efforts that were made that enabled the children of the church to go to summer camp at Camp Montgomery. 
I would like to tell you a little bit about life at camp, so you know what your donations went to, whether the donation was time, 
helping with fund raisers, monetary donations, or if you just really enjoyed our bake sale items, (for which I don't blame you, from the 
few I tested, I came to a verdict that they were all very scrumptious.) 

Every morning we would get out of our bunk beds around seven thirty and go out on the porch. There we would read the Bible verse 
that we would be basing our bible study off of for that day. Once we were done, we would meditate silently until we heard the bell that 
could only mean one thing. Breakfast! Once we had rendezvous with the rest of our group (the girls!) by the dining hall, we would 
chant and cheer to gain entry.  

Arriving at our table, we would be greeted by either a platter of breakfast burritos, biscuits and gravy, or some other meal that could 
pass for home cooked. But, we were not to touch it until grace was said. This, however, was not just a normal everyday prayer, these 
are Camp Montgomery prayers and much like everything and everyone else at camp, they are loud and energetic. Then we would eat 
together, family style, passing the food around the table.  

After breakfast, we would head back to our cabins to clean for the "Golden Broom Award". You may be wondering, "What is the 
Golden Broom Award?" The Golden Broom Award goes to whoever has the cleanest cabin. During this cleaning time, (being the fact 
that my group was made up of teenage boys) our cleaning mostly consisted of just making sure we didn't leave any clothes strewn 
across the floor or bathing suits hanging from the top bunk to dry. Miraculously enough, we actually did win the Golden Broom once.  

Following cleaning the cabin, we went to morning celebration. Before morning celebration, we would toss the football, shoot hoops, or 
play nine squares. Side note: you have never truly played nine squares until you have played with L.I.T.'s. (Leaders in Training are kids 
going into tenth grade or up, that's what I'll be next year). Once morning celebration got kicked off the L.I.T.'s (who had already been at 
camp the previous week) led us in energizers. Energizers are dances we do in the morning that involve a lot of jumping, singing, and 
overall just acting like the goofballs we are.  

When we were dismissed from morning celebration and after we have chased down our counselors and given them nice sweaty hugs, 
(nothing is better than a human sweat rag), we head off to our first activity. One day our first activity was B.T.B. (Behind the Boat). 
Naturally, I went on the hardest of three levels and forgot to let go of the tube when I fell off resulting in a mouth full of water. Another 
day, our first activity was C.C.H. (Challenge Course Highs) where you walk across obstacles 25ft up in the air, such as tight ropes and 
cargo nets, and then finish the course by going down a zip line. We also did other activities in that time block throughout the week like 
Bible study and swimming. Then it was time for lunch.  

In order to get into lunch we would have to make up songs and perform them about our meal. Mashed potatoes and chicken 
sandwiches were the main topic for some of our songs.  After lunch, we would all gather around the projection screen, getting ready 
for lunchtime singing. At lunchtime singing we would start off standing up with some fun energetic songs, then we would sit down 
and sing some slower songs, better for meditating, and let music work the magic that only it is capable of.  

Then we would be off to F.O.B. No F.O.B. doesn't mean Fuzzy Otter Babies or Flamingo's Older Brother; it means Flat on Back or Flat 
on Bed. F.O.B. is when I took a nap to rest up for the rest of the busy day. Rested, we went to our next activity block.  

One thing we did during this block was to play Capture the Flag against the Purple group, the group Josh was in. Then we would go to 
what is called �canteen.� Canteen was when we would get candy and sodas before going to our workshops. The workshops were lead 
by the L.I.T.s. Some of the workshops I did were soccer, ultimate Frisbee, and volleyball. Notice a trend? After we were all hot and 
sweaty we would cool off in the dining hall for dinner.  

Following dinner, we would do some more activities like sailing and snowball/baby powder fights. Then we would calm down for 
vespers, a nightly devotional time led by the different groups. Vespers was always at a different camp landmark every night like the 
Community Tree house, Big Crystal Lake, the High Ropes course, or the Fire Pit.  

One last activity would come after Vespers. One night we played manhunt. That night I managed to plow through a twelve person 
long bench and upend it along with myself! But the activity that meant the most to me was the Labyrinth. The labyrinth is a path you 
wound though with many turns, just like life. This is a time where I was alone with my thoughts, which made me feel very close to 
God.  

I can only describe the technical details of �who, what, where, and when� through writing. I cannot possibly describe the emotions I 
felt or what it felt like to be so in touch with God while at camp. I am so thankful that the church made it possible for me to go to camp. 
I am so thankful. I can't wait for next year! 

With Christian love and appreciation, 
William Welch 



BIRTHDAYS 
03 Freddy Boemio

Charline Drake 
  Pat Porter Edwards 
 04 Phyllis Mengler 
 08 Jean Kennedy 
 09 Tara Anderson 
  Marie McClure 
  Dale Stewart 
 10 Ruth Bathurst 
 14 Jim Heinzman 
 15 Sydney Hanchar 
 16 Ron Broman 
  Chuck Eddy  
  Sue Koppler 
 17 Amy Rush 
 19 Thelma Rogers  
 22 Margaret Edmiston  
 24 Jack Foggan 
 25 Grace Terhune 
 27 Kathy Anderson 
  Jean Sanderhoff 
 30 Pat Green 
  Jim Row 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Paul & Leslie Bagwell   
September 4, 1999 

John and Marge Fox 
September 5, 1959 

Duke and Betty Stoetzer 
 September 15, 1979 

Jerry and Ruth Volk     
   September 17, 1995 

Brooks and Ruth Henderson        
  September 18, 1948 

Tom and Carolle Carlton 
 September 19, 1964 

 David and Annette Jones 
  September 23, 1995 

USHERS 
8:30 am 

07�28 Jerry O�Hearn, etal   

11:00 am 
 07 Joan Cothern, Helen Grout 
  Sandy Schuster, Jane Stivason  
 14 Joan Cothern, Helen Grout 
  Sandy Schuster, Jane Stivason 
 21 Joan Cothern, Helen Grout  
  Sandy Schuster, Jane Stivason 
 28 Joan Cothern, Helen Grout 
  Sandy Schuster, Jane Stivason 

GREETERS 
07 Joan Arndt 

 14 Marianne Rosenberg 
  21 Diane Lovell 
 28 Janet Egan 

SOUND SYSTEM 
8:30 am 

 07 Jerry O�Hearn 
 14 Arlene Heaton 
 21 Jerry O�Hearn 
 28 Arlene Heaton 

       11:00 am 
 07     Don Koppler 
 14     Bob Frankenfield 
 21     Norman Tank  
 28     Don Koppler  



LOOK UP 

It�s easy to grow downhearted  
when nothing goes your way, 

It�s easy to be discouraged 
when you have a troublesome day, 

But trouble is only a challenge 
to spur you on to achieve 

The best that God has to offer 
if you have the faith to believe! 


